Lymphocyte responses to viral antigens and phytohaemagglutinin in persistently viraemic sheep and lambs experimentally infected with Border disease virus.
Lymphocytes obtained from lambs 5 to 21 days after experimental infection with Border disease virus (BDV) showed significant blastogenic responses to live or inactivated BDV. Live virus stimulated significantly higher lymphocyte transformation (LT) responses than inactivated virus. Lymphocytes obtained from uninfected control and persistently infected lambs had no significant response to live or inactivated antigen. Lymphocyte responses to phytohaemagglutinin were significantly higher in control lambs than in experimentally infected lambs in samples obtained 5 to 10 days post-inoculation.